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Khalid Shaykh Muohammad; Presminent
Source On Al-Qa'ids (RiaNTY

Stnea hit Mareh 2003 capture, Khalid Shaykh Muhammead (K8M), the
driving foree behind the 11 September atiacks ae-well a3 several
subseguent plots sgainst US and Wastern tergets worldwide, has
become one of the US Government's Key sources on'el-Qla‘ida, Asg
d!tﬂiﬂ@;,ah? hag providad i eparts that have shed Hight on
&l-Qa'ida’s strategic doctring, ploty and probabls targets, key operatives,
and the IﬂwlymethsdsfuramhintheUShmlmd. tzading to the
disruption of soversl plots againss the United States,

v Information ot KIM hay not only &mmaﬁu]ly expandad our untverge
of knowledge on al-Qa'ida’s plots but as provided leads that ngsisted
directly in the ing,

KSM steadfastly maintains that his overriding priority was t strike
the Untted States but says that immadiately after 11 Scptomber hs

mﬁﬂz@ﬂmmﬁaﬁom-aﬂwk—in-ﬂ!b‘;fmdﬁmwould“beiiﬁtﬂh

" be consixtent, snd miuckh of it hasbe

ofuew security messures, As wyesult, KSM's plots against the

Us homeland' fmmlmwﬁl weze opportunistic and limited, including

* CIA essesaes that KSM has revealed st feast the brosd avtlines of the
set of torrorist attacks upon which he and his Heutenants focused
from about 1999 until his detendion four years later. We fudge that
K8M has been gensrally accorate because his iaformation tends to

oht torroborated by fellow

BINT

detainees and other reporting, (578







Khalid Shaykh Mtzlmmﬁad:
Preemineat Soures On Al-Qsa‘ida
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What KSM Has Tald Us (SUNT5

RKhalid Shaykh )
Muobammed (K83}, the
driving farce behind the
11 September artansks 13
well a2 several
sobsettuant plots egaingt
US and Wustarn targets
workivide, hay become,
slzoe his eapture in
March 3003, a key
intélligenca souree for
the U3 Government on
aleQatidn’s plots aud
Drebriefings sincs bis dutetion have
B ight on the
3 =l and’ of
«1-Qz'ds aperatives, and aMlintad tarrozist
arganizations und networks, He hes provided
informstion on al-Qa‘lds's strategic doctring,
probabla targets, the impuct of striking each target
;at, snd lkeely methods of sitasky ingide the Unijted
teles. :

perevnalities,

» KM has afso provided in consldersble detall the
taity and profiles that al-Qu'ida soughs in Western

-« In addition, KSM has given ug insight iate how
#1-Qa'lde might sondust surveilisnce of potential
tezgety in the United Staes, how it mig 4
targets, 2

. olaims thaf b ! regardad IT

It will take yoars to determine definitively all the

- plots in which KEM was involved and of which he

waa gware, but our extensive de of various
KSM Ueulensats since sarly 2003 suggest that b has
divilged ot least the broed cutlines of his network's
most significant plots againat the United Stetes and
sleewhere in his rolp a9 21-Qa"ida’s chief 62
operations outaide Afghaplsten:

* Sortking the United Statar, Despite KSM's
eagertion that & poate] | September atiack i the
United States would be diffouk becaues of morg
siringent security moagures, he heg adwmitted 1
hatehing & plot in late 2001 o use Jmllner mIslm‘ya
(F1) operatives to erxah & hljacked air ta the

ing 50, the US. Wagt Coast. From Iats

2001 unil enrly 2002, KSM also soncelved severs!
low-lavel plots, furluding em reely 2002 plan bo
send al-Qa'idn openative st US citizen Jose
Padilla 1o s8¢ off bomba in Kigh.riss apsrtment
buildings in an unspecified vasfor US ¢ity zod un
waly 2005 plot to employ a ngtwork of
Pakigtaniy-~inztuding Tymen Faris and Majid
Khana—to target gas stetions, raikeoud teacks, snd
the Broaklyn Bridge in Now York. KSM hes also
spoken st length about operative Ja’far al-Tayyar,
adraiiting that al-Qa‘ida hed tuskad al-Toyyer to
case specifio thgets in Now Yotk City i 2001,

* dttacky kl-d.lid, Braps, the Middie Bast. During
2000-2001, KSM plotted affacky against US md
other tirgets in Souwthesst Asin using s1-Quxids and
Tl aperstives, but after the 11 September attacks he

, Esa

resowres farbla p i againet tarpets in Kerope and




the United Stataz, KSM took 1 robust role in
directing and wsalsting operations during 2002 and
sarly 2003, inchiding overtesing the Heathrow Plot,
providing money vo Hambeli for textoristplots i
Bast Agla, nd ing attaale againgt US
teguly in Saud] Arabis.' Ho has aleo revesled
details of the a-GQa'ida bombing of the Djerba
synagogue in Tunisia tn Apri 2002 and kis role in
this attack,

+ In response to quegtions about ul-Qatida's
offorts ta scquite WMD, K5M revealed hs had
met three individusls involved In ol-Qatida's
Jrogram 1o produce anthrex. He appears to
havk caleulated, incoréctly, that wa had this
infoernation shready, given that tne of the
threprYarid Sufsat-hag been in foreign
custady for sevent months befors KSM's rrest
for unrelated tarkotist ackivity.

* Whet confronted %t} e Iformation provided
5 R Y02, wh i woops o e

Tepora ind therefifte Inislv of KELY's tapturs,

XDl riger o e BoTsd VAT KIM ™, Historical Plos. KON e been ons of the primary

o beyed it Eeritgdlly, Yoeid udmlreed setirces on tnderstznding bow the 11 September
“pipviied 5 gty nemetion oin bis, While KSM was the manages of the 11 September
gﬁzq.t,% atif2ar w%ﬁmm plot, he olaims to lack knowledge of many sspects

SR ‘“ﬁﬂ At provi Y of the ateck’s phimning and exeention besause Bin
B4R o A Vazids Wﬂ?ﬂwmi Ladin and his decensed deguty Mubapamad ‘ASE
esslytinds i the dnthray program, - played a key role In the selsction of opesstives, and
the United Stutey, KSM slso bas provided a fair
amount of detsif on the 1994-95 “Bojinka”
plot~furrnnlated along with s nephew Ramel
Youset—in whick they coneplred to explode in
midair & doten UB-flagged sirlinera over the Pacific

¥/

' R8M b ot sdmitied b a role s the bombing by JI
operatives of niphtciubs in Beli in Gotgber 2002;
Hmhﬁukm&uthsﬁnmndtbmwingl&nm
MngmﬂdedbyKﬂMﬁraﬁuhhgcmlin
Sautheast Asix.




KSAPs Rolodex A Boon For Operstions Mﬁ

K8M's decade.long career uy & tetroriat, duting
which he met with & broad yange of Islumie
extremnists from around the world, hes inade him s
key source of information on mumearous al-Qa'jda
opsratives and other myjshidin, He hag provided
intelligence that bas lad directly fo the oapture of
operatives ot fleshed out our understanding of the
sctivitieg of i detainees, which In turn

asslsted in the debriefings of these iividuals.

Simnilarly, information that KSM
provided to us an Mazjid Khen In
he spring of 2003 was the crucial
first Iink in the chain vhat fed up o

i August 2003 and more than g
dozen Southewst Axian opermives
slated for attacks egaingt the US
homaland, K8M told uz sbout Khxn's role in
delivering $50,000 in Deoembor 2002 to operatives
assoolaied with Hambati,

¢ In an example of ww lnformation from one
dotaities can be uscd in debrisfing snother datainse
in 8 “bullding-block™ process, Khan-—who had
beea dstained in Pakistan in early 2003—was
confronted with KSM's information shout the
monzy and scknowledged thet ke dallvezad the
meney to an operative numed “Zubaln® Kiin also
provided Zubeir's physics! descripition and contact
number, Based on that information, Zubair was
ciptured in June 2003,

v During debelefings, Zubsir revealed that he wocked

—theoaphute of FroEHRERT 31 IERlEr
1nd ahQrtlds astocists Hambait

© Next, KIM-wwhay explicity quaried on the
inwas-—ddeatified Hemball's brother, ‘Abd ai-Hadi

* Biinging the stoty full ¢incle, ‘Abd ai-Hadi

Identified & cell of 1l operatives—some of them
piloty—svham Hemhall hed sent to Karachi for
porsiple al-Qa‘ide operations. When contranted
with hix brother's rovelations, Hargbali sdmitted
that he was grooming members of the cell for US
operaticts—at the behest of KSM—wprobubly ss
purt ol K3Ms plot to fly kijacked plenes into the

i
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Appendix: Blography of Khaiid
Shaykh Muohammag sy (O

Khalid Shaykh Muhammsd (KSM) waz born on

© 24 Apri) 1965; bis father, 1 cleric who disd i
1968, moved to Kuweit slong with other Belucht
relstives from fan In the 15505 ead early 196,
when largs numbers of migoanty traveled tg the
Gu!fregiunﬁmnacmuthehﬁulim“’uﬂdtohke
sdvantege of the oil boor, In ¢ lengthy
autobiogmphica{stmmmtmduﬁdrh&mm.
KBMnomdﬁtuhe&ndambewousMﬁmn
childhwod; he olaimed thay in grads sohool, he and
his nephew, World Trade Center bomsbor Ramzl
Ymoﬁm&wwnthslmwdﬁﬂagfmnthcﬁ
school, He alio stated that he joined fhe Mughim
Brotierhood oy u tsanager a4 an expression of his
defiznoe againat the seculiar world he saw around
him, '

Fle atated tht bis oontuets with Ametioazs, while
minhm!,mnﬁmed.hhﬁew-thm-&zu{;ﬂm-smm

* In addltion to Ramei Yousef, another fiva
rolatives of KIM are tertorists, the niom notable
of whotn are nophew 'Alf ‘Abd al-Aziz ‘All '
(wle.s, 'Ammar), « key facilitttor for th

11 September

ESM's limited and negativa

¢Xperiences in the
United Stateg—whick inslnded § brief jall my

becangs of unpaid bille—almost vertainly helped
propel hiva on his path to becomse 8 terrorist, KSM
mudinhi:jailhamambiomphyﬂm,whﬂe
attanding North Caroline AZT State University, he
focuzed on his sthudles and assooiated primarily
-whhkllowhlmhtmdmﬁumthgwddieEuL

was 8 debeuched and racist country,

o Afier gradugting from AT ln 1986 with &
degree in mechanies] engineering, KSM waid
that he traveled to Afsharistan to participate i
thzﬁsbﬁngtp!mtthz&nvinmmythm. He
gisied that moee of bis time in Afehanisan
during this period was

3

K3M also hag jdentified the teerorist activities of
Yis nephow Ramal Yousef, slong with his anger at
the US '3 support of Iareel, as playing
4 pivotsl role in his decisfon to engage in tervorism
against the Unlted States. In 1992, KSM &xys he
provided shout §1,000 to help fund YoussPy
bombing of the Weeld Treds Center, adding that
be was impressed by the ease with which his
nephows swag able to oparete fn the United Stares,




poRET

He theq joined Yousef in the Philippines in (994
1 plen the “Bejloka” plot—ihe simusltaneons

bembings of & dozen US-flagged commercla]
airliners over the Pacific, .

¢ After the Bojinks plot wes digrupted nd Youpef
Was caught in early 1995, KSM escaped but was
y indicted in s United States for his

role in the piot and went {nto hiding.

While preparing the Bojinks plot, Yousst snd
KBMdmd&wwd&amnfﬁsinsphmas
misziles to strike tarpots in the United Statos,

- Inchuding the White Houss and the Cuntest
Latellipence Ageucy, KSM 82y8 that, in 1596, he

exprnded the idea of using planes as missiles by

S W

11-Qa'lde’s Media Committee nd oversaw
stfocts during 2000-2001 o work with Bast
Asinn Jemianh Iilamiys () operatives to launch
terrordst ettacks [n Southmest Asie egabust US and
Iarneli targets,

» KSM has stated that he intentionally did not

wwear bay ‘ah (2 pledgs of loyalty) to Bin Ladly -
uniif after September 2081 so that he coudd have

concetving of £ HIoToF Hfacking ten airinecs to
stn‘!sc simuitaneoyy o

KEMuValadtcAfghauimninﬁmhﬁd-moam
gxmmamponnfvmab;hﬁnmdﬂwmby
mmommammmmmmﬁu
the operation. The al-Qa‘ids lesder g firet
dewurred but chinged hin wind in Ime 1999 and
provided RSM eperatives and funding for a
scaled-down version of hia hijacking opersiion,
This planaing culminated in the 11 September

+ Bafore September 2001, KSM we nelther s

fortnal member of ol-Qa%ide nor 2 member of ig
le:dmhipcouw‘l.bminaddiﬁoummgmg

- the L1 Septamibver operetion, he headed

ignorsd adeciaii by i 81-Q2 {45 Jesdeship o
stoecl the 11 Sopternber attacks,
o]

At late 2001, the eollapse of the Teliben regime,
the dispermal of K1-Qatida’s ledorcip,1od e

. préstige axgocinted with

11 Septomber atthcks combined wo propal KSM
inwg the role of pperations chief for el-Qa'ids
seound the wopld,

& XSM siated thet ho had plamed % second wave
of hijacking attacks even befors September 2001
ut shifted ks gim from the United States to the
Unlted Kingdom becaiise of the United Statzs’
pot-11 Septamber sacurity posture and the
British Government’s strong support for
Washington’s globsl war on tercor.




'Inaddiﬂnnmmﬁngmp@mmismuﬂbd

“Heathrow Plot"—in whish he planned o have
miultiple aircrat attack: Heathrow Afrport and
other fargets in the United Kingdon<KEM slte
luncehed a nymber of plots agrint the Untied
Statog,

» Al he way ible for operational

pm&wKSM um diring most of 2002,
he spent congiderable time managing the
moverment and houging of operatives ang thair
Sandlies from Afghanistan t Pakigtan and then
eawards to the Middls Bagt. {Sinmy







